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In its 3rd year now, JUMPSTART witnessed an unprecedented euphoria. What else to expect when the world of authors, illustrators, publishers, librarians, teachers among many others come together to share ideas, discuss issues and network.

The two days saw 32 speakers from 5 countries and from almost all parts of India. And over 250 participants, many of whom have been attending since the last 2 years, and many people travelling to Delhi from different parts of India. 

“Our focus on children's books from the very beginning has made sure that Jumpstart is scaling newer heights. It is now fixed on everyone's calendar and is not just a platform to gather new ideas but also to network and enhance skills. We promise to take this forward in a bigger way in the coming years.”

Akshay Pathak, Director, German Book Office
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(PHOTO COURTESY: Aditya Mukharji)
Here’s a short sum up of what took place!

You can download the programme schedule here.

The proceedings started on a high note with theatre personality Sanjna Kapoor sharing with everyone her love of children's books - from classics like Maurice Sendak's Where the Wild Things Are to modern favourites like Julia Donaldson's Room on the Broom. Her infectious enthusiasm set the tone for the rest of the two days.

The first session was made up of four very different speakers - different in style, content and subject - each of which took off on the idea of innovation. Marc Aaronson from Rutgers University in the US threw out a number of ideas about how, in the digital age, the idea of the book has been "shattered" and "splintered", challenging us - publishers and creative people - to rethink the parameters of what we do. Umesh Malhotra talked about how Hippocampus was started in Bangalore to reach out to a wider audience of less privileged kids by partnering with schools and libraries in the region. Christine Morault's presentation of French picture books was a refreshing change - encouraging the audience to look beyond the 'cute' or generic illustrations and styles we expect in children's books, and think about a bolder visual palette and design. Ram Kumar's presentation was well and truly 'out of the box'. Coming from an industry 'outsider', his trenchant observations had the audience nodding, laughing and squirming in about equal parts! And judging by the decibel levels in the coffee break following the session, he certainly gave people a lot to talk about. 
 

The second session began with the wonderful Christopher Lloyd sharing his great idea of the What on Earth book! Followed by a personal narrative of Anshumani Ruddra and his association with books. The session got more and more exciting with Ben and Lucy from Ministry of Stories talking about their monster shop and the little secret door behind it! The session concluded with Suzanne Singh of Pratham Books sharing the amazing work they are doing in bringing books and stories to the remotest parts of India.

 

The third session was all about marketing where we saw the school and book fair strategy of Scholastic India being presented by Anushka Ravishankar. Kenn Nesbitt entertained everyone with marketing in a digital age from an author’s perspective. Karthika from Harper Collins shared some interesting insights from publishing and marketing campaigns in general. Radhika Menon from Tulika gave an exhaustive summary of the state of children’s books in India, the challenges of retail and interesting models people are coming up with to battle infrastructure issues.

 

The first session on day two - Kahani: Storytelling the Indian Way - presented four diverse, yet quintessentially Indian narrative styles. All the speakers shared their interest in delving into older Indian storytelling traditions and reinventing them for contemporary audiences.
The Bhimayana team of artists Durga Bai Vyam, Subash Vyam and publisher S. Anand opened by sharing their journey in creating Bhimayana, a ground-breaking graphic novel on the life of B.R. Ambedkar. They talked of the challenges they faced and their innovations in creating a fluid, almost non-linear narrative which balances political rigour with aesthetics. 
Reena Puri of ACK Media talked of how Amar Chitra Katha -  a staple of children's literature in India - uses the comic book form of the west, but populates it with the heroes of Indian mythology to create a unique and powerful mode of storytelling. The video 'How to make an ACK' created by Reena and her  team had everyone in splits and got two thumbs up.  
Bhajju Shyam and Sirish Rao presented their two collaborative projects The London Jungle Book and That's How I See Things. Bhajju spoke of how it took him time to move from his older mode of painting shared Gond Pardhan mythologies, to creating a modern mythology of his own. His incisive, humorous delivery raised a laugh a minute. 
Devdutt Pattanaik spoke of narrative lineage and his personal explorations in re-telling ancient myths for a young audience. Speaking passionately about the power of storytelling, he pointed to the fact that in essence, all storytelling is a way of understanding the baffling complexity of the world around us. 
Breaking with the presentation-Q&A format, the last open session – The Young Adult Panel, was, in a sense, the most 'open'. The speakers - Marina Budhos, Sampurna Chattarji, Siddhartha Sarma, Samit Basu, Trisha Ray and moderator, Anita Roy - sat along the front of the stage and engaged a very lively and vocal audience in a debate about what young people in India should be reading, what they are reading, and what they might want to read - or not! 
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(PHOTO COURTESY: Aditya Mukharji)
The WORKSHOPS were aimed at individual groups of Writers, illustrators and Librarians, the duration was for 8 hours over 2 afternoons…

Writers' Workshop: 
The writers' workshop was led by Christopher Lloyd, Anushka Ravishankar and Marina Budhos and focused on breaking down the rigid boundaries between fiction and non-fiction writing. Christopher encouraged participants to think widely, deeply, creatively and laterally about everyday objects, putting them in their historical and cultural context - whether it was a piece of plastic, a wristwatch, a feather, a kite... Anushka and Marina then got them thinking about fictional techniques such as point-of-view and character. The participants came back on day two to work in groups on their story ideas,and an opportunity at the end of the day to share their work and get feedback from the workshop leaders and from the other writers in the group. Ken Nesbitt's 'guest speaker' slot focussed on the writer's crucial role in marketing, with some very useful tips and hints about making the most of your book.

Illustrators Workshop:

The illustrators' workshop was led by Sekhar Mukherjee of NID and Sirish Rao of Idefix & Co. with guest sessions by Christine Moreault of Editions MeMo and Shobha Viswanathan of Karadi Tales. The workshop was hands-on, tactile and lively. Rather than present theoretical points of view at first, Sekhar instead got every participant to go back to their childhood and illustrate a word that they either loved or hated. Participants then shared their work (and special word) and the story behind it. From this initial material, the illustrators were put into groups of three, and with inputs from Sekhar and Sirish, went on to create a 12 page illustrated book that used each of the three group members' chosen words. The result was seven high-speed, creative, collaborative picture books. Shobha Vishwanath of Karadi Tales presented a session on how some Indian picture books successfully travel abroad and gave the participants cross-cultural tips from her own experiences as a publisher. Christine Moreault of MeMo briefly shared her vision of publishing, and then broke the workshop up into a tactile experience with all the participants poring over 70 beautiful MeMo titles and hearing of the creative process behind each of them. The workshop ended with a presentation of all the participants' picture books, with constructive feedback from Sekhar and Sirish. Judging by the fact that all the participants stayed on well after the end of day on both days of the workshop, it was a great success! 


Librarians Workshop:

The Librarians Workshop saw a large group of 45 librarians and teachers take part, it was led by 4 experts from India, Germany and US – Usha Mukundan, Eva von Jordan-Bonin, Helga Hofmann and Marc Aaronson. Each of the experts ran individual sessions with the group – touching on all aspects of running a library, making it fun, making the library attractive to children of all ages… with exercises and assignments that got all the librarians enthused and creative! There was also a guest session by Paro Anand – the master storyteller who gave a lively presentation and got all the librarians roaring with laughter and itching to go back to their libraries with renewed spirits and many new ideas!   

The second day also saw the first LitCam conference in India. With a focus on literacy and publishing and literacy in media, the sessions had some very pertinent and exciting discussions on issues that concern us all in the Publishing Industry. 

The GBO plans to launch a long term initiative in this field in the coming months.

 

What they had to say:

“This was my first Jumpstart event, and I enjoyed the last two days thoroughly!” Sudipta Gupta, Participant

“Never had so much fun in one day, with nothing to talk about, but stories, stories and more stories,... books books and more books... hungry for more”. Sangeeta Das, Participant

“It was a complete privilege to have been able to take part in JUMPSTART. You are truly making a difference.

I made so many friends, met bags of fascinating people, had a comfortable stay, ate lovely food and witnessed extraordinary levels of creativity towards the end of our second workshop afternoon - it was truly unforgettable”. Christopher Lloyd, Author

“I want to thank you and your entire team for putting together such a wonderful workshop. I came to know so many new things and I really appreciate the friendliness, courtesy and expertise your people displayed. Do keep me posted for more”.  Aditi, Participant

"I've been to all the Jumpstarts so far - and this was the best EVER". Arefa Tehsin, Participant

“It was a pleasure to participate at Jumpstart this year and showcase our work. It seemed to have touched a chord and it has opened up a lot of conversations”. Suzanne Singh, Managing Trustee - Pratham Books.
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